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PRIV ILEGED POWER. 


« Jo law, What plea so tainted and corrupt, 
“ Buit, being season’d with a gracious voice, 
# Obscures the show of evil, 
* « What damned error but some “ traiter” brow 
“s Will bless if'and approve it with a text! 1!” 
« Twill be recorded for a precedent, 
_® And many ap error by the same example 
“Will rush into the state.” 
‘Nes Merchant of Venice. 
“The cases of Robert Randall and Jo 





sof the house of 





power, granted to them by the charter, except 
as regards their own members; can tsurp a judi- 
dal ‘authority and constitute themselves into a 
court. 

We shall examine the features of the 
Randall, or rather the conduct of the house 
gurls it, comparing it with that of Andersof, 
we do this to show that Congress have ho pat’ 
rules of actingneither in their manner of trial, 
nor form of proceeding. In both cases sor 
stlowed they resembled the Lilhputians v- 
ing taken the trouble to pin down Gullivery” 
the trouble of wnpinning him. 
“Tn the case of R. Randall, which occurred De- 


eember 1795. On that ae information 
given by several of the mem ‘Rot upon oath, 
the house ¢ to a resoluti ¢. and # warrant 
issued by Mr. Speaker to tuke into custody, ’&c. 


January 4, 1796, the mémbers giving the infor- 
mation were sworn to their several declarations. 
‘ Jannarye6, sentenced to a reprimand, and come 


mittedto the custody of "Ke ai arms, un 
? the further order of the . 







charged from the custody of the ser- 
t upon the payment of fe 

five members of the house were his adcusers 
and judges; four of those voted him guilty, the 
“fifth voted with the minority. Whether as not 
conceiving him guilty, or as not conceiving the 
house a proper tribunal to condemn. him (both 
questions ating blended inthe resolution) does 
not appear.” 

The conduct of the house in the case of Ander- 
son was similar in the first procéedid® ; but in the 
second it differed. Althou igh Randal was arrest- 
ed ‘not upon oath; yet the accusing members 


“were sworn to their several declarations before 


the house oe totry him. Iw this instance 
VOL, 















H  casion adopt an other 


43, upon resolution {after prayer: of} 





ivshows that what die, house may;eangidey ut an 
| uct of justice to day, and.which ali courts,of Jaw. 


demand whena person istried, may, by their pre- 
rogative be held.as n » and that the bare. 
wordiof a member of ‘body is as good as the 
oath Of|a common citizen. ‘ 

One woul@naturally suppose ifthe constitution 
gave to these representatives of the people cer- 


| tain privileges, that it would also give them cere, 


i each diloace, they might on another oc- 
different— 
they might even execute fitst.and try after. . 

Let us take the constitution pen look at 
what it ‘aye dtherprivilege of the house of re- 
presentatives. They are marked as follows: 

1, To chuse their own speaker and officers. 

2. To originate all bills for Taising a revenué. 

3. To have the sole power of impeachment. 
These are their distinct, privileges; .the two 
houses have, privileges in alae as being 
privileged from arrest, &c. - 

Their privileges, therefore; are Pally and 
according to Bacon, who, perhaps, may be consi- 
dered good authority, even by the lawyers of that 
honorable house— . _, 

“« As exception strengthens the force.of law in 
cases not excepted, so iat weakens it in 
cases not enumerated.” as oe 

‘The privilege of the house to arrest citizen by 
warrant, nat supported by oath, it will not,becon- 
tended is to be found among the enumerated d privi. : 
\leges; but in fact the arresting a cil hy by 3 a war- 
rant, unsupported by an oath, is to. ¢, found a 
SareRtone to the exercise | i. _power,— 
on What principle of argument can this ptivi- 
lege bi an ? es, 

But after having arrested the person, whether 
constitutiogally or "uneonstitutionally, how is he 
to be tried or punished ? It is among the cases 
enumerated by the constitution, that any.one 

of being guilty ofa, crime shall be tr 
dué process of law— due. p ‘ 
described by sir Edward Coke, “is b 
or presentment, when such deeds be done in due 
manner, dr by writ original of common es” and 
according to SigGeorge Tucker— ' 

“Due process of law must then be had before 

a judicial court, or a judicial magistrate. ihe ju- 
dicial power of the United States is¥ested imone 













‘ supreme court,,and sugh inferior tribunals as Cone 
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gress may establish, and extends'to all cases inlaw 
oF equity, asising under the constitution 

“ All the powers granted by the constitution 
afe either legislative and executive, or judicial — 
Fo keep theih separate and distinct, é¢xcept in 
cases particularly enumerated, has been uniform- 
ly the policy, and constitutes one of the funda- 
méntal prineiples of the American government.” 

If the privileges assumed by congress and not 
allowed by the constitution, extend so far as'to put 
aside all regular and defined process,all rules and 
regulations of courts, and are also of that excentric 
property as to try a prisoner one day in-one_; 
rer afd another day in arfother—theniithey 
predominant, almighty and un able... 
of the land, the charter under 1 q 
bodies act, which grants them one power al 
then in another is, as' regards the representatives 
of the sovereign peple, a mere blank. It might as 
well naver have been pennéd__It*has no bearing, 
no weight as regards their decisions. Is it possi 
ble thas Congress so construe it, of is ‘it possible 
that the people will submit to such « construction ? 
We-here ate léd to refer to « case recorded by 
Junius, and which, although differing from that of 
colonel’ Anderson, ot Robert Randall, as regards 
the offence, was by the parliament of England 
considered ¢$'a contempt of their privileges and 
attempted to be punished accordingly ;but which, 
even under the broad latitude embraced by that 
parliament, ended in their discomfiture. We 
shall cite the case and some Of the arguments of 
that immortal writer, Its analogy as regards prin- 
ciple and privilege cannot fail of striking our read- 
ers; and’we-are happy in being able to produce 
such f@8timony as the writings of this great man 
in support of the ground we have taken : viz. that 
of the liberties of the people in opposition to the 
privileges of parliament or of Congress. 

We are unavoidably under the necessity of de- 
ferring the extracts from Junius and their bear- 


ing upon the present case until our next) fiber. 
Onr present.yiew of the case being whol ‘ stinct 


frem what relates to John Anderson, andonly as 
it relates to the usurped priviloges of the house 
of répresentatives. ’ 

er 


— 


LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY, ie 

Transmitting @ Report of such measures as may 

be necessarv for the more effectual execution 

‘of the laws for the collection ot the duties on 

Imported Goods, Wares and Merchandize, pre- 

pared in obedience toa Resolution of the House 






of . Representatives, of the 2808 of February, | 


1847. 

sanvarr 20, 1818. 

Read and referred to the Committee of Ways and! 
ivans. | 

In obedience to the resolittion of the House of) 


- 
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Representatives of the 28th of ; 

direéting the Secretary of the Treaty hi rik 

port to Congress at their next session, “ such 

measures as may be necessary for the more ef. 

» fectual execution of the laws for the collection 
of the duties on imported goods, wares and 

merchandize,” I have the honor to REPORT . 


That shortly after the close of the last Session 
of Congress, measures were adopted as well for 
the detection of the frauds, which mhight be coms 
mitted upon the revenue, as for ascertaining the 
defects of the collection laws. 

The collectors of the customs, under an express 
injunction® to inform the department of every ut- 
eng to evade the provisions of the existing laws 
whi@h,sbouid be discovered, accompanied by sng 
sof the remedy best caléuiated to redress 







thé. eno communication whatever upon 
the t. Considering that ‘this experiment 
was without previous noti¢e # those con- 
cerned in importations, and fOr More than six 


months of the most active commeréé in our ports, 

e tacit evidence of the collectérs, that fraudsare 
not committed to any considerable extent, and 
that the provisions of the collection laws are not 
materially defective, appears to bé well calcu. 
lated to command respect. 

. Notwithstanding the result of this experiment, 
there is just reason to believe that frauds toa 

erable extent have been, and now are, 
c itted upon the revenue, in the importation 
of articles upon consignment, paying «idvalorem 
duties. 

The practice of shipping: merchandize from 
Europe to the United States on account of the 
foreign shipper bas greatly increased since the 
late peace. The immediate cause of this increase 
may be probably foundin the géneral distress which 
‘at, and since that epoch pervaded universally the 
manufacturing establishments, from whence our 
supply of foreign. merchandize has been princi- 
pally derived. The manufacturers, le todis- 
pose of the preducts of their Ixbor in their accus. 
tomed markets, assumed the character of export- 
ing merchants, and shipped their merchandize 
directly to the United States, where it has been 
sold by their agents or consignees. In adopting 
this course, not only the fair profit of the manu- 
facturer and exporting merchant is concentrated 
in the hands of the latter, but also the loss which 
the revenue erry. ed invoicing the mefchan- 
dize at the actual cost of the raw material, and 
the price of the labor employed in ‘its 
ture Should any part of this profit nd 
ed, fromthe circumstance of the jm 
being sold in a glutted market, or fre 
cause,“the articles reach the hands of the 
mer at a rate lower than it could be sold by the 
fair American importer. .In either event, the 
honest American merchant is driven from the 
competition, and in the lattér, the domestic ma- 
nufacturer is deprived of the protection which 
was intended to be secured by the legislature-— 
But, independent of this evasion of the revenue 
laws, ~vhich, by those who practice it, may be 
deemed consistent with the principles of morality 
apractice of & less equivocal character is Known 
to exist in importations, made by foreign merch- 
ants Ypon COnsighment. There is abundanttea- 
son to believe, that it is now customary if Hipots 

‘= + 












"See the Treasury cirenlar of the 7th May, 1617, hereto. 
annexed. 
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tators of this nature, to send with mertchan- p the party is ed to prove the actual cost 
dize, an invoice considerably below, the actual the arucles, ‘time is gencrally allowed by our 
cost, by which the entry is made and the duties |/ courts, for the examination of witnesses beyond 
secured. Another invoice at, or abowe the natur-|ithe seas, The result of an investigation uncdes 
aicost. is forwarded to a different person, with }fsucl: circumstances. can, hardly _be> considered 
instructions to take and sell the goods by such in- 108. sec ’ 

yoice. sn tasking these obgervations, no imputation 
in this manner the person who enters the goods j upon the character of the American = eaics 


ains ignorant of the fraud to which he has/fintended.. As ‘a body of ¥ they are bi 
heel eutly made a party,-and the fraudulent atin bighily re- 


dule spectable for their inicligesce, utegrite. and re« 
importer escapes with impunity. Che facility spect to the laws ; so far as they are directly 
with which frauds may.be practised by permitting fcohcerned in importations. 1 believe, with the 
entries to be made by persons who know nothing’! collectors of the customs, that the revenue bas 
of the correctness.of the invoices by which the |] scen generally fairly paid. Rut.it is-impossible 
dutics are to be ascertained, so strongly invites to] that the high character which they “have hitherto 
the substitution of faise, forgrue ivoices, that maintained, should be preserved against the ruin- 
practice must necessarily become up ous Competition in which they have. since the 
suitable checks are not devised a, t 


ng unless the ff: i 
algo ascertained that resident mercha aged, ss the frauds practised 


a ign laa prporer shall be effectually re- 
gome ins necte . , bl nd ed there is he reas ti i 

sercanile Motion; which -are in ‘the habit ofthat some among-them have already. nepotied 10 
purchasing /eloths of every description in thei |} sich practices, not effectual for evading the pay- 
pidest state of manufacture, which are in their|| a of duties justly demandable ofjthem, than 
hands brought to the highest state of perfection, which have. been with so" much sirecess ein- 
by dying, dressing, or bleaching, according to the j — by foreign importers.. It has’ uently 
ind of cloth purchased—Such articles.are in- pened that.a vessel bound to  atamianie port 
voiced at the price given for them in their unfin- | is-freightediby merchants residing in ghe principal 
ished state of manufacture, and upon those invoi- || commercial cities. In such cases the goods have 
ces the duties are estimated. Connections of this | generally-been entered by an agent or consignee, 
residing in the port where the vessel arrivésgand 
the goods so entered are reshipped in their origi- 
naf packages to the neue where the owners sever- 
ally reside, or to other ports of the United States 
—The entries are consequently madé upon such 
invoices as are forwarded to the agent df cén- 
signee, of the correctness of which, he is wholly 
ignorant. The goods thus .reshipped in the omi- 
ginal packages having undergone no examination, 
are not subjected at the port to which’ they are, 
reshipped to that Rind of examination which they 
would have undergone, had they arrived directly 
from a foreign port. Dhe importer therefore not 
only avoids the necessity of swearing to’ the cor. 
rectness of the invoices, biit- eludes the vigi- 

lance ‘of the custom. house, as his i 
at the port where it is opened, »antl has ac- 
quired the character of articles upon: which the 
duties have been paid or secured- Casesoof this 
kind have so greatly increased since the War, that 


it is difficult to avoid ascribing: im 

some degree to motives in le with the 

i acter for integrity and respect for the 

1 teh the Américan merohiants ap a badly of 
© Rae, RTs 


VoL. I— 










































embrace the whole catalogue of articles” ying | 
ad valorem duties, unless cliecks calculated to re- 
press the evil are promptly devised and applied. | 
» Lhe practice of entering goods witheut invoice | 
is another mode now. frequently resorted to for} 
the purpose of evading the payment.of the duties | 
which are legally demandable upon"! . In} 
these cases, and in inde¢d all cases wherethe cox 
lector shall suspect.that the invoices are fraudu- 
lent, the resort to gppraisement authorized by 
law is genefally fourd to be in favor of the im- 
orter, dnd against the government. This may 
in some measure be attributable;to the defect of 
the existing provisions upom subject, but the 
uhiversalexperience of every department of the 
government proves the danger there is of sub- 
mitting any question to the. decision of persons 
acting as arbitrators between the United States 
and individuals. In most cases of this kind the 
appraisors are influenced by a morbid sensibility, 
which almost invariably impels them to sacrifice 
the interest of the nation t@ thatof the individval. 
idependent however,of this indefensible pringi- 
? OP action, there must necessarily exist in most 

: appraisement under the collection laws, 
— ual -bias in favor of the importer.— 
‘rhe deci8ion:is to be made by merchants, and 
if made in favor of the government, the reputa- 
tion of the party in interest must be seriously af- 
fected. The persgys called upon to. decide may 
themselves be placa the.next day, 1n a situation 
to have théir reputation assailed by the same 
means.. The great body of the merchants, may 
in the question under consideration be viewed as 
adistinct community, bound togetherby ties gen- 
erally inscrutable to the collector; performing 
successively for each other, .aets by which their 
pecuniary interest oftentimes acquire a unity, to- 
taliv incompatible with the disinterested discharge 


men, 1¢ 80 justly acquired. 97 

There is some reason to believe that evasions 

are sometimes practised under color of discounts 
alowed on.the prices charged in the invoices.— 
Under the treasury regulations no Conditional dis. 
counts are allowed; but it Mextremely difficult 
toascertain whether they are absolu onjcon- 
ditional. : 2 ‘ 
“In order to provide an adéquate remedy 
against the frauds and evasions which already ex- 
ist, and to prevent their further increase, it is 
respectfully submitted, that provisions to’ the fol- 
lowing effect be adopted :: 

1. No goods to be admitted to entry where 
the invoices ate not producedyexcept goods taken 
ofthe duties of an appraisgr. Should however |j from wrecks, and under other circumstances 
the appraisements in despite of all these obsta- |) which preclude the possibility of producing them, 
cles; correspon with the impressions of the col- |), 2. In every entry of good® subject to duty, 
tector, and seizure of the merciandize be made, |! the party making the entry to state upou eath, 


—————— 
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whether he is the owner, and if not, to state the 


ftaine and residence of such ow , ‘ 
3. Every oath of entry in addition te what is 

now required shall state that the invoices produ- 

ced exhibit the true correct value of the article ig 


the state of manufacture, in which the goods then 


are. 

4. Ifthe do not belong to the person 
who enters them, bonds shall be given as in case 
of an agent, that theyowner shall in due form of 
law, verify the invoices by wnich the entryris 
made, or produce other invoices verified in like 
Tanner. £, 

5. That where goods are reshipped coastwise, 
in the original packages, inivoices certified, under 
the hand and Official seal of the collector, must 
be produced at the port to which they are ship- 

and the same inspection shall take place, a 
if the vessel should arrive direct oma ore 
port ; on failing to produce such ifivygice; 
sel and to be forfeited. ~~ ">" ™ By 

6. That after the —— day of —. no 
entry of mefthandize paying ad valorem duties, 
shall be ma +: upon’any invoices where the owner 
resides out of the United States, which shall not 
be verified by the owner in the manner required 
by the foregoing provisions, before the American 
consul at the port of shipment, or of some other 

ort. And such owner shall further state, whe- 
ther he isthe manufacturer of the goods described 
in such invoices, in which case he shall further 
swear, that the prices charged are the current va- 
Jue of the articles, and such as he would have @e- 
manded, had they been sold in the usual course of 


7. That for the appraisement of goods in al 











ae 


xt, 
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shallfbe laid upon the appraised valu i 
of fraudulent invoices. xP wre hed thn» 
12. Kut no such addition shall be Made in 
case where the goods are shipped from a cou 
or state, in which no American constil resides, 
es ian we such appraisement be nece: 
where the foreign owner’ is pre : 
maps g present and-enters 
_ 14. The same appraisement shall be . 
vious to the entry of the goodstalten from wrecks 
—and also yee & reduction of duty is claime d, 
vn account of the goods being damaged ; 
course of the voyage. “ Plt rag 
15. The expences of appraisement shall 
borne by the owners of the gonds in all nines 
£ept where the appraisement ordered in the alle- 
gation of fraudulent invoices, shall not subject the 


ownergo the additional per cent. directed by the 

Bn _ Visions, and in cases of goods taken 
s- || from wrecks. 

16. The appraisers in the principal parts shall 

receive as a compensation for their sétvices, —. 

dollars per annum. The inspecto the other 


ports who shail perform the duties of apprai 
shall receive the full allowance of jemponnens 
whether they are actually employed throughout 
the year or not. 

17. fh every case of entry upon invoices, the 
collector of the port where the entry is made, 
shall-ceptify the invoices under his official seal— 
tn allgontestatrons concerning the said gouds, no 
otherevidence of the value thereof shall be ad- 
mitted in any court of the United States, on the 
part of the owner of such goods. 

- 18. Counterfeiting any certificate required by 
these isions, to be felony. 





cases required by these provisions, there shall in 
each of the principal ports be appointed two per- 
sons, well qualified to perform that duty, who, to- 
er with a respectable merghant to be chosen 

the party in interest, shall upon éath, make 
such appraisement. Jn every case the merchant 
selected by the party in interest, shall, upon oath, 
declare that he has no di or indirect interest 
in the case. In thesmaller ports, an inspector of 
the reventie best qualified for that purpose, and 
a disinterésted merchant selected by the collector, 
anc another by the party in interest, shall be the 


praisers. “3 “et 2 

%. Merchants selected by the partiés in. inter- 
est and by the collectors, shall be compelled to 
serve by the enactment of suitable penalties. ‘The 
compensation to be allowed them, to be 
the rate reccived|by the appraisers. «© = 

9. In all eases where there shall pe “just 

unds to suspect that goods paying ad valorem 
uties, have been invoiced below their actual cost, 
the collector shall order them to be appraised in 
the manner already described; if appraisement 
sh. li exceed by per cent. the invoice prices, 
then; in addition tothe per cent. laid upon cor- 
rect atid fegular invoices by the existing laws, | 
there shall be added —— per cent. upon the ‘ap-, 
pr..sed valwe, upon which aggregate amount the 
duti 4 shall be estimated. 

10 One half the duties accruing upon such ad- 
ditional per cent. shall be distributed according 
to ‘uw, between the custom house officers of the 

Ort. 

il. The same proceedings shall be had in all 

cases coming within the 6th provision proposed, 





* 19. "That tor every verification of invoices be- 
fore an American consul, there shall be paid b 
the party making the oath, the sum of — = dol 
lars, for the use of such consul. ry 
20. That no discount be allowed except where 
the oath of entry, or that taken before the Ameri- 
can consul, shall expressly state, that it has beer 
actually allowed to the purchaser in the payment 
made by him for fig gos ‘ 
21. That the c ors of the different ports 
be authorized at their disctetion, or upon instrue- 
tions from the Treasury department, to subjéct 
to the most rigid inspection, a certain proportion 
of the angry imported into their respective 
ris, and if they are not.agrecable to invoice, or 
oes a full inspection of the whole 
shall be made.“ ‘Whete any package shall contain 
articles net describéd in the invoice, the 
package to be forfeited, b 





foreign merchant, who has resided at Jeast —— 
years in the United States, and has held by Icase 
during that time, a tenement of the yearly rent 
of at least doilars. 

23. The bondsmen to be Jiable for any pecu- 
niary penalty incurred by fraucls on the revenue. 
Such liability to cease upon the delivery of the 
goods subject to forfeiture. 

24, The execution of a bond for the payment 
of duties by one partner to bind the firm. 

The adoption of the foregoing provisions will as 
far asit is practicable, rrevent ihe eniry of foreign 
goods without an appeal, under the sxnctiowof 











where the invoices arenot verified before an A- 
merican consul. *The same additional per cent. 


un oath, to the cons¢ience of the party xe 
possession of ail the circumstances cowmected 


with the purchase of them in foreign countries 











22. Every bond taken for. duties bbe exe- 
cuted by at least one American merclia a 








— * 


nan Stas aes = & a 


on Wet” _~ ewe 














Vor. L—1818.] 


Where this oath is not obtained, the provisions 
are intended to guard against decisions injurious 
to the government. from indirect interest, or from 
the more general inclination which seems to exist 
in the community, to favor the interest of indivi- 
duals, at the expense of the nation. 

Whatever may be the reliance which ought to 
be placed in the efficacy of the-foregoing provi- 
gions, it is.certainly prudent to diminish, as far as 
practicable, the list of articles paying ad valorem 

ties. 

Me best examination which circumstances have 
permitted has resulted im the conviction that the 
following list of articies now paying ad talorem 
duties may be subjected to specific viz: 


& 


Augers, uot ex halfan inch 
above that size, and not exceeding 2 inch 
above 4n inch, and not exceeding 1 1-2 
Chisels, sae cocenaing Bait inch 
i t exceedin, an inch. 
ie prenpe dy and not exceeding 1 inch 
above an inch, and not exceeding 1 1-3 


Siwbwowee even PORE 
os om 
<) w 


onsen, Sisdkionith's 1-2 pe Ib. 
nith’s al 
claw » garpenter’s prs ay 
Hoes, broad z EY he 
\ narrow m1 
Knives, curriers ao. 
eutting 2s 
drawing = 
Reaping hooks, or sickles § 
Rakes sie 10. 
Saws, — cut ~ é 
hand saws 25 
ae is 
Andirons, cast iron . 2 per Ib. 
wrought igon 50 pr pair 
brass, or of brass and other mets], 200 
Fenders, iron ‘ 100 each 
hinds of ae Snel, or Yate Ee er 4 ; 
and tongs, son 4 pair 
steel, or brass, or either 75 of 
Muskets f 150 pr stand 
Fowling and hunting pieces, tingle sath: ae 
ow 
Can i . . ' To, 
cast iron } 
meee abe 
eac! 
Veoh = a specified 4 1-2 . 
cast iron, not -2 pr 
Vessels of copper ‘10 . be 


“e 
of pewter, including dishes, plates,, basons, 
Sahaods, spoons Sad other utensils not 





oe 





jala 
j Gedaconaiile 
Bloves or mits—long silk 
short 


children’s 
iong cotton 


3 
F 


B 


children’s 
Mats, wool Or felt, men or women’s 
y children’s 
beaver, men or women’s * 
children’s 


Boo ouSBERESSSSE Sur wr cwsued$ 


ms and bacon, per Ib. 
ae j per gall, 

r pow x 
Moens—an n per 100 


Horn tips 








a 
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Horse hai , . 
i gree. 
dressed do 
Lard . 2 
Limes one 
Mahomany i Beebe 
e 
Madder - 
yards and eighteen inehes in breadth 25 pr piese 
Mrwenty Ave inches in brenda 
tw ve inches in bread 40 
Pieces exceedi: se dimensions, the duty to 
,, be in proportion to the foregoing rates, . 
in 
nsee % 20 
es) 50 
paar yy ‘A 50 ee 
¥ RAS ¥5 34 Pert 
Pine apples a 
oe ; pr 
; ian biue — ming 10 
> cea hate OR 
ve 5 per Ib. 
| Rice oe : 60 per 100 
R » Soni ie 4 per tb, 
Salt petre—refned ; . 
Slates A 1 each 
Sna nat 4 
Saffron, Ae 
na ' : ° 
Sassaparilla z 
Stockings, silk, or where silk is the principal ma- 
terial, whole 240 per doz, 
half do. , . 150 & 
uurter do, 7% 
‘otton, wool, or flax, ehete y ” 
, quarter 35 
Children's—the duty upon the quarter 
\ ‘Yespectively. 
Uaniretins covered with silk 100 Sache” 
; wn 
or paresols, ith 33 ~4 
w. sticks and frames a 
Carpets, inferior to Brussels a5 


a 12 
At present Bohea tea a duty of twelve 
cents a pound, while all’ other Ke pay 
twenty five cents. The great difference in. the 
duty paid by these kinds of teas, and the difficul~ 
ty in distinguishing between them, have it is be- 
lieved, led to the’commission of froucls 
revenue, by importing under the nam 
tapecies of black tea. ‘As the w 
| comimon with Bohea, Raves 
ge huse among the’poorer classes of | 
munity, the propriety of considering them 
be of the same class, for the purpose of duties, 
and of laying :.pon them eighteen cents a pound, 
instead et the dutiesnow imposed, is respectfully 
est 

By..the’ present tariff, Madeira, 
Champaigne, Khenish and Tokay wines, pay 
cents a gallon, and Sherry and St. Lc .. Al 
other wines when imported in bottles or ¢ pay 
70 centsa gallon This last duty principally affects 
the claret wines of France, which, at the principal 
port of shipment, do not general cost 10 cents 
a gallon. <A small portion, hoWever, ‘of these 
wines, sell as high in Bordeaux, as Madeira wine 
in the United States. “‘the small quantity of «his 
quality of wine produced in France, and the great 
decaind for it, produced by the necessary supply 
fgr the tables of the rich in that'and the neighbor. 
ing countries, will never admit of any considera- 
bl¢ importation of it into the United States. To 
determine the duty upon claret, with a view to 

































86 
this inconsiderable portion of it, does not appear 
to be judicious. Considering the cheapness- of 
the common clarets, and the salutaty effects pror 
duced by them, compared with most other wines, 
thé expediency of reducing the duty to a more 
Fqewele proportion to the cost of the article, 
is respectfully suggested. A duty of 30 cents a 
gallon upon a!l claret imported in bottles or cases, 
and of 15 cents when imported in any other man- 
ner, would be higher than the duty now imposed 
upon Madeira wine in proportion to their respec- 
tive costs. , : ; 
Stiugyling, by the introduction Of articles clan- 
destinely and without entry, is principafly confi- 
ned to the eastern section of the sea co: 
t 






ing.on the East and West Flori 
west.ofthe mouth of the Missi i 
the inland frontier. The vigilance oft 
houses with the aid of revenue cuttérs-a 
some additional provisions which have been sug- 
gested by experience, will be sufficient to repress 
practices of this kind, which are necessarily T¢- 
sorted ‘to, only by persons in desperate circum- 
stariced, and consequently are carried on upon a 
contraeted scale, compared with the great mass 
of importations into the country. The multipli- 
cation of small ports of entry in the Chesapeake 
Bay has probably, ahd certainly according to pub- 
lic opinion, given rise to more smuggling than any 
advantage faigly resulting to the inhabitants of 
those ports from their establishment will com- 
pessate’ As a measure well calculated to aid 
in repressing this kind of smuggling, it is propo- 
sed to authorize the commander's of the revenue 
cutters to regutre the production of the,manifests 
of the cargo of all vessels boarded by:tthem, when 
an Officer of the customs is not present, and that 
they may be empowered to perform all acts which 
an inspector or other revenue officer would be per- 
mitted to perform, in relation to the manifests so 
produced. ‘ 
It.is' also respectfully suggésted, that provision 
be’ made for requiring of all pilots licensed under 
the state laws, to report under the sanction of an 
“oath, every vessel piloted by them into any’ port 
or piace, to the collector of the port to which they 
belong, aswell as to tht colleetor of the’ distriet 
“into. which the vessel is piloted within, —— after 
such ‘vessel is colbauianed 
tion. On fathire to comply with this ptov¥ision, to 
be fine ae dollats, or be imprisoned —— 
months, and upon second conviction of the same 
offence, to be rendered incapable of exercising 
the functions of pilot, in Addition to the penalties 
prescribed for the first offence; or the ‘pilots 
might be sworn not to pilot any vessel atriving 
from.any foreign porty inte any other thar a port 
of entzy, and bonds might be requiredsto that 
effect. . d + aes 
The difficulties which have been cxperignéed 
in the execution of the commercial, convention 
between this country and Great Britajn, resulting 
from the entire independence of this class of men, 
of the laws of the Union, regulating foreign com> 
merce; and which have produced serious recla- 
mationson the part ofthe British government, may 
suggest the propriety of extending the authority 
of tte federal government over them, stil] further 
than the safety of the reveniie may require. 
More effectually to guard against smuggling 
upon our inland frontier, it is necessary that pro- 
visions of the following nature be adopted : 
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1, That ali boats, skiffs, and other craft of 
every size and description, be compelled to enter 
and clear in all the waters bordering iipon th 
British possessions, and that'for every violation of 
this provision, and for unloadinz Without sich en. 
try, the boat, skiff or craft, with tackle, riggin 
and cargo to be forreited. & 

2. That every waggon, sleigh, or any other ve, 
hicle;, in which foods are found subject to duty 
which have not been entered, shiall, with the team 


by which they are respectively drawn, togeth 
with the goods, be forfeited, and the party sha 
moreover, forfeit and pay double’ the* value of 


such goods. 

8... Phat it shall be lawful for any n it. 
porting foreign merchandize- by land from the 
Britis: dominions in America, to enter. 
goods at the 6 4 - the nearestideputy at 
ter, to the roa which they are a 
in all cases ohare goods so mpopele wa ee 
found not being entered: after having» passed by 
such office, they shall be liable to sci#ure'and con- 
dempation, as being illegally imported. 

Upon the whole of our iniand frontier, bordér 
ing upon the British possessions, an impression 
generaily prevails, that injustice is suffered by the 
inhabitants, from being subjected to a higher tate 
of duty upon all merchandize imported from-these 

ssions, than is paid by that portion oftheir 
fellow citizens who receive their supply of firéign 
merchandize from the Atlantic ports. ‘t hisampres- 
sion hasenlisted the feelings and sympathiesofthé 
people, in favor of the illicit introduction 6f for 
eign, merchandize, by which the revenueis great. 
ly defrauded, in proportion to the ‘itmportatiens 
made from the British possessiéns,——The 
loss of the reyenue, however, is but a secon: 
dary object in the consideration of this subject— 
The influence which the eontiauationof this state 
of public feeling, nmust necessarily have in o% 
rupting our citiZens, and. producing ah habitual 
disrespect for the laws demands the peculiar at- 
tention of the ature. If the inequality th 
the contributions paid by the consumers of mer. 
chandize imported from Canada can be destroyed, 
tlefe is just reason to believe that public opinion 
will, upon that frontier, be enlisted on the side.of 
the Jaws, and that smuggling, will be*considered 

disgraceful there as on the Atlantic coast,” 
it is, therefore, Pespectfully submitted whether 


it is not expedieit to provide that. in all’ cases of 
importations into the United sites thomiaibee, 
Montreal, or any other commercial t an “the 


British territories, the duties shallehe segtimaied 
upon the cost of the articles at the Place Of origi- 
nal purchase, under the following regulations, viz. 
1. The merchant from whom the Fodds are 
bought in the British dominions. shail, . before 
the mayor of the city, or a judge of'a court of re- 
cord, and in the presence of thé purchasér and 
importer into the United States produee’a copy 
of the original invoice and swearthat it contains 
an accurate statement of the»price given, forthe 
ods described in their then state of manufac- 
re. 
+ 2. The importer into the United States shall 
produce the copy of the original invoice. so veti- 
fied, andl also a copy of tfie mivoice$ of the gods 
purchased by ndpacournsel exhale curs 
rent value of the said articles at the plaewof pur - 
chase, acl which has been paid, and’shall upon 
vath declare, to the correctness of the latter, and 
that the fornier was verified in his presence. 
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The adoption of regulations of this kind it is 
Believed, will effectually guard the revenue against 
frauds and evasion arising from attempts to €nter 
mérciiandize below its real cost, and may have the 
hippicst effect in discountenancing smuggling of 
the most flagrant character, and in restoring pub- | 
fic opinion upon this important subject to a sound |} 
and healthful'state. | 

The district of Champlain extends from the} 
shores of Lake Champlain to the river St. Law 
fence. The waters falling into the former, are 
separated from those falling into the latter, by 2} 
mountainous range which, in a great measure, } 
insulates the one from the other. » 
It is therefore deemed expédient to form ano- 
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of citizenship should be tendered to the collector 
of the port from whence the vessel sails. Lhe 
cértificate of the collector shouldbe considered a 
satisfactory yi e by the collector of thegport 
to which the vessel is bound, unless where the 
contrary. should be made to appear. Every 
change, in the officers or crew, should | be certified 
by the collector of the port where,such changes 
ag they occur, and certifying the character_of the 
crew as often as ma | happen, that it. is_ possible 
for a licensed vessel to exempt itself from the 
payment of 50 cents per ton. ‘ 

The act of 1793, for registering and licensing 
Vessels, is considered defective, by, reason-of not 
defining, with sufficient accuracy, the condition 


ther collection district of that part of the Cham-f} upon which the bonds shall be forfeited... If is 


plain district which lies west of that range, inclu- 
ding the northern part of the district of which 
Ogdensburg is the port of entry. si = 
From information obtained from the gentlemen 
who!traversed the lakes dying the summer and 
autumn of 1816, as far as Iske Supeftior, for the 
urypose of determining the bounduries « f the U- 


ere that the courts have declared them 
void. ‘ 

_, Phebe d for delivering the register of a ves- 
sel, sold to foreigners, does not fix the time. with- 
n which tlie register shall be surrendered,’ and 
is, therefore, generally nugatory. There. 1s no 
remedy against the discharge sear 


Pa states, according to the provisions of the trea-|} men in foreign ports, where the vegsel is sold. 
i and 


ty of Ghent, it is believed that the public interest {j Ifthe, bond should embrace 


reqiires, that the collection district should be 
formed comprehending the shores and waters of 
thst part of Lake Superior lying within the Uni- 
ted States, and the western shore of Lake Huron; 
the port af entry of the district to be at the fall of 
$:. Mary, on the water communication betweea 
those lakes. + i, xs 
Another collection district als» appears’ to be 
fetcessary in the westérn extremity of the state 


‘of Louisiana ‘That section of the country has 


Tately been the scene of the most active smig- 
ling, especially in African slaves froin Galvez- 
op. Although the suppression of that estalilish- 
meéht may for some time check the "Smugglin 
practices which have been carried On’ in that 
quartet, yet there is just ground to apprehend, 
tha: they will be resumed from other points of 
the same coast, unless suitable measures of pre- 
¥ention are adopted. 

The act of 1799, in the 58th section, fixes the 
tare which shall be allowed’ipon packages, casks, 
&c. therein described, containing articles paying 
specific duties’ The enumeration, however, is, 
by practice, found to be imperfect. The defects 
have been supplied by regulation, which is pro- 


ect,. 
should be forfeited in six months the dale of 
the vessel, if the register should not be delivered 
within that time, where the sale was made in Eu- 
Tope, an@¢welve, in countries beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope, the object contemplated b re- 
quiring the bond, might be secured. The party 
| might be permitted to send the sailors ;home at 
} his own expense, and avoid the penalty of the 
bond, so far ag that condition was concerned 
The forfeiture of four hundred doliars, for de- 
parting from a port to, which @ vessel has cleared 
and in which it has arrived, without entering, is 
believed to be inadequate to the object. 
The, act of congress, intended; to secure to 
the United States, a priority over individual credi- 
tors, in the recovery of debts, in yom p of the ine 
solvency of its. debtors, has been found to be ina 
dequate to the object for which it was enacted. 
This has arisen, in some degree, from the provi- 
sions of some of the state laws, by which aliens are 
obtained, by taking out attachments, which .are 
levied upon the property of their debtors, when 
upon the brink of insolvency, or immediately af- 
ter such insolvency is knowa. ok 
As no doubt is entertained of the justice and 




















bably not uniform in all the parts. The statement|] propriety of securing this legal priority; in all 
A. hereto annexed, presents a list of the principal || cases connected with the revenné, or with the 
items embraced by those régulations. ee tenure by which offices are held under the Unit- 
. she act of the 27th of Marchi, 1804, which im- fed ot tes, the expediene of revising the act relat- 


gate ae duties upon a great variety of arti- |) ™ this subject, in order to render it effectual, 
which before paid ad valorem duties, has }/is respe ine. 2 RY 


ch ectfully suggested, Fn TE 
madé no provision for ascertaining, the tare of |} It may be proper, in closing this report, to 
such articles when imported in packages, casks, ] bring in view subjects. which, though not strictly ° 
Kc. Statement B. contains an enumeration of |] embraced by the resolution, may be considered as 
those articles, with the tare allowed by regula- }j fairly incidental to it. Among these may be men- 
tion. The propricty of establishing those rates}j tioped the inconvenience and loss to which the 
by law, is respectfully suggested. IL ives sury is subjected, by. suffering, in particular 
Under the navigation act, vessels employed in | stay es, ed, property to be sent to the 

the coasting trade are subject to a tonnage duty] United States upon sppraseinenitnd discharge of 
of 50 cents, unless the officers and three fourths |] debts, ones in m custom ‘house bonds ‘The 
of the crews are American citizens. _ This daty is property i 8 appraised for more than,it will 
to be paid upon every voyage by registered ves-}j sell; it has, therefore, been generally retained, 
sels, and once a year by licensed vessels. with a view to nealize the sum at which it has 
The proof is to be made by the collector, been received. In the n time, for the want 
to whom the duty is payable. This proofis much }} of proper agents, Or indeed agents of any kind, it 
mire easily nade at the pert-to which the vesse! }] remains not only unproductive, but generally be- 

ongs, tWén,at the port to which it is bound. it | comes less valuable. -'This principle geemse to have 
seems, therefore, to be expedient that the proof been adopted from a ° . to the state laws. 

. 








88 


Its inequality is, however, a sufficient argument 
against its contihuation, ind pene of the loss 
which the treasury suffers from*it, \ In some of 
the states, where the United States are subjected 
to this inconvenience, the states have taken bet- 
ter care of their own interests by excepting them 
from the operation of it If the law, in this regard, 
is not changed, it will be necessary to: authorize 
the appointment of agents in those states, to take 
charge of the real property of which the United 
States are already, or may hereafter become the 
owners—or else it will be necessary to make sale 
of them, with as little delay as possible, without 
regard to the loss which may be incurred. 

If itis judged expedient to legislate upon the 
subject, it may be proper to authorize: the sale of 
those ‘lands hy the marshal, with the powers to 
make titles to the purchaser. Under the existing 
Yaws'the practice is, for the secretary of thé trea- 
sury to execute the titles eer 
* Should the principal provisions which are 
commended be adopted, the importance of pul 
Wareli will be greatly increased. bs 

“The hy gS ay which'was made for that ob- 
‘ject, in ar 1816, was applied, by the late 
secretary of thé treasury, to the putchase of cus- 
‘tomhouses anf warehousés in Boston, New York, 
‘and Plilddelphia —Meastires ‘have ‘been ‘taken, 
during the last"year, to build, orto p re sites 
ble establishments'for the same putpose, in Gulti- 
more and i hy pe statement C. which is} 
annexed, sibs application df the sum appro. 
priated, and an eatimate of thes necessary for 
the accomplishment ofthe object for which it was 
made. ft may be proper to observe, thut a consi- 
derable expenditure. will be necessary in’ Phila- 
delphia before the object of the appropriation can 

be effected. ; 

Statement D. stiows the application of the ap- 

priation of § 50,000 for purchasing or errect- 
ing, for the use of the United States, suitable 
buildings for custombouses and public warehouses, 
in such principal district, in each state, where the 
secretary of tle treasury shill deem it necessary, 
for the safety and convenient collection of the*re- 
venue. 

Understhis appropriation, customhouses. and 
peblie warehouses have been purchased at Ports- 
mouth, in New-Hampshire, and in New Haven, in 
Connecticut. Lots have been purchased in Provi- 
dence, in Rhode Yeland, and in Norfolk, in Virgi- 
nia. {n the former, a contract will shortly be made 
for the erection of the building. The ‘price of 
suitable lots in Norfolk and in Savannah, and: 
high priced ed for the erection of bui 
in those places, Wil! not authorize the department 
to enter ifite any engagements for the erection of 
necessary buildings, until it is ascertained wheth- 
er an additional appropriation will be miadé for 
that object. It may not be improper to staté, that 
in some of the ports to the eastward, houses and 
lots have been set over to the United States, whiekt 
are repr to be suitable to the object 
question. The commerce, however, of those po 
is inconsiderable, and probably will femain so for 
many years. All which is respectfiilly submitted) 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. * 

Treasury Department, Jan. 17,2818. 
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Treasury Department} May, 7, 1817. 


Stra—A | impression appears to prevail 
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revenue are committed to considerable 
invorting merchandize paying an ad Tore ier 
whie costs less than twenty-five cents the y 
ome those that bs yp, Sec price, so as to 
ce an average value above twenty-five 
yard, and thereby introduce loathe and > vee 4 
brics without paying the diity contemplated b 
the tariff. According to the same impression 
frauds ofa more glaring nature are frequently com. 
mitted upon the revenue, especially on imporia- 
tions upon consignment, by the introduction ‘of 
articles not described in the invoices, which from 
the imperfect manner in which the inspection of - 
the packages dre made, escape with impunity, T 
is possible that this impression may not be correct 
to the extent that it has been made—but it is be. 
lieved that a due regard to public opinion upon 
is subject, requires that a more rigid inspection 
than hasyet been made, should now be attempted 
with a@view to detect the frauds which are Suppos- 
ed to be practised. It is thereforé"proposed, ist, 
that a certain proportion of the patkages which 
contain goods subject to ad valorem duties, shal} 
be selected from each invoice by the collector 
which shall be strictly inspected with a view to 
detect frauds which may be attempted by putting 
in the same invoice goods of greater and Ten price 
than twenty five cents a yard. 
2d. That a certain portion of packa) paying 
specitic duties be designated in like tanner by 
the collector, which shall be thoroughly examin: 
for the purpose of cletecting any atlempt whie 
may be made to smuggle articles not described in 
the invoice. ine 
3d. That the proportion of packages to. be de. 
signated by the collector, on tmportations upon 
consignment, be double the number wheit the 
person who enters them is the owner and importer, 
4th. That in all cases of consignincnt the pack. 
ages designated shall be lodged in the public wape- 
houses, until the inspection be made. ‘ 
5th. That every importation shall be deemed te 
be upon consignment, unless the person who 
makes the entry shall expressly negative the fact 
in oath of eutry. r 
In order that the ng tory directed for detect. 
ing frauds of the first Kind may be skilfully exe. 
cutéd, the inspector whose habits and information 
qualify him for the discharge of that duty, and in 
whose judgement and fidelity you have most i 
licit confidence, should be exclusively employed 
or that purpose. i ; 
Asitis an object of importance that the revenue 


Et system should be rendered as perfect as) 
‘Hjand that every attempt to evade the pr 


ae 


the existing laws should be known, you aie Te. 
qutested'to communicate to this departing he 
circumstanice of that nature, accompanied by sig. 
geaions of the provisions necessary to repress the 
evil. 

I'am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient ser, 
ant, 


+ (Signed,) WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


A. 

Sugar, in cannisters 40 each 

seroons 8 per cent. 
Cocoa, in seroons R 
Cheese in casks 14 
Indigoyip cases 15 
Twine, mcr. es 15 

~~ L 

Tares allowed by custom. 

Almonds, 





To all the that frauds upow the 
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aus glo tse’ 
y ee wee r treasury, 18 Dee, 1817, 191,862 56 
j cianarnons 3 . § 656,05 
‘ mee 3 ‘| Estimate of the ordinary expenditures for the 
e | Currants emai 10 year 1818, 
Ties, toes f 10, Expenses of government, $ 185,000 
‘ Pe pats ails 2 Militia, 35,000 
4 Glue, casks» 15 Pensions, — : 38,000 
\- Leadpwh:te, in oil 4 Pennsylvania claimants, 6,000 
. mr dry 5 Miscellaneous, 15,000 
if Mace, casks or boxes 4 if 259,000 
Dn, Nutme TS 4 Probable surplus, 397,995 89 
4 Ochre, yellow, in oil 2 n 995 
t Powder, gun, a casks . 5 each Of the above balance of % 397,995 89, 1 beg 
; ee halt nendeed 2 leave respectfully to suggest the propriety of re- 
q ihn bs whole, hundres 8 percent, || SeTving.in the tieasury, to meet contingencies, a 
" Prunes, boxes By fe || ead ss. than 20,000 dollars ; “which” would 
1 Raisins, boxes b a leave about 378,000 dollars to be applied in the 
ae 12 per cent, || discharge of so much of the existing appropria- 
j q ¢ frails . 4 tio ithe house of representatives conceive 
, i ae may be called for in the year 1818, and for such 
Secon’ boxes Pita new appropriations as the present legislature chal 
1 i 
3 Tallow, casks 2g Percent, |) deem proper tomakée. } 
; servos 5 GEO. BRYAN, Auditor gen. 
; ia, dry, canis 2 —— 
ten ey) UNITED STATES ROADS. 
prs ot ‘ Wasuineron,, January 23, 1818. 
Steelomes gh 8 To the House of Representatives of the U. States; 
, ene ele kes 1s eh In compliance with a:resolution of the House of 
. Almonds, ¥roons a Representatives of the 9th December last, reqest- 
, eel c ing information of what roads have been made, or 


Amount of monivs expended under the agers riation of || are in progress, under the au ity of the Exe- 
& 250,000 for providing suitabie buildings for eustom |! cutive of the United States; the states and terri- 


Senet a Doman tiear tock. Oss 250,000 ‘|| tories through which they*pass, or are thtended 

ay LM Ai . x to pass; the periods when they were ordered to 

«Beton, 29,900 be made, and how far they’ have been executéd, 
-York, 7 : < 

Philadel iting 3s;o00. 50 I now communicate a report from the Secretary 


of the Treasury, and likewise a report from the 
———e-- 182,000 50}! Secretary of War, containing the information 


Unex balange 67,999 60 which is desired. 


In conjunction With the above men- JAMES’ MONROE. 
ree eae r. 
wi as Treast rtment, i) » 
ful- . . * 
87,600 aopary ze 50 cents for the "On 1817. 
Philadelphia, ae The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was 
Charleston, 60,000 referred the resolution of the House of Represen- 
D 


‘ tatives, Poquesting: the President of the Umted 
Statement of monies expended and contracted to be expend- || States to cause to be laid before the House, infor- 
pe | ae Oe nm af a preetime. on! pea > a él) mation of what roads havé been made, or ate in 
Seem, See ' vunder the executive rane of the 







ip Se d 
At th, NH. 8,000 “the states and territories through 
. , sone which they pass, or are intended to “the pe- 
: Norby Bain disne ny i ey aoe ‘ordered be} nem Hea 
: estimated tl ° ded balance || DOW ey have been executed, the or 
of te ie soon ‘the sum of|| to submit sbaenth No. 1 and "No. 2, from the 
74000 dollars will be required to decom plish the object. office of the. Register of the Tressury, which 


———— show the number of roads embraced by the res 
FINANCES OF PENNSYLVANIA, | lution s-the sums which have been e { 
Estimate of tle recepts atthe State Treasury for 1818. |) on ; the periods when the money was 
Dividends on bank and other ‘stock, $ 200,000 at the. asury, and the persons to hae the 










Auction duties, , 90,000 money was paid. 

Lay tls, 60,000 Statement No, 3, shows the amount of the two 
Tax on banks, 28,000 er cent. fund, arising fromthe sale of the pub- 
‘Tavern lecenses, 26,000 ic lands in the state of Ohio, under the act of 
Lt instalment state house, &e. 23,333 331} Congress for admitting the north west territ 

‘ta on offices, 8,000 “GHinto the. tinion as an independent state; 

Cow fines, 4,000 statement No. 4, shows the amount of the same 


\ Fers secnetary’s offige, e° 800 ° 
Misce‘laneous, including a balance due 
by the. United States, old debts, &e. 25,000 

3 $ 405,133 33 


fund in the state of Indiana, which ate understood 
to be applicable to. the constnittion of the Cum- 
berland Turnpike road, commencing at Cumber- 
U land, in the state of Maryland, pa through a 


‘ 
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part of the states of Maryland, penny lyania, and 
Virginia, and intersecting the, Tivér Ohio, at the 
town of Wheeling. + é 

This road #6 coinpleted from’Cumberland forty- 
five miles west of.that place. Contracts“have 


been executed early in the present year, for the, 
construction of that part of the road lying west of 


the(ferty-Afth mile from Cumberland, to Union 
town, a distance of nearly fifteen miles; and from 
theiactivity with which the work. is carried on by 
the‘contractors, there is just ground to believe 
that it will be completed thus far early in the en- 
Gulng year. 

© Contracts have also been made for completing 
upwards of thirty miles of the road west of the 
Monongahela, including a section on the eastern 
margin.of that river. : 

these contracts embrace such parts\of»the 
roads between the Monongielaand th as 
presence the most serious di “to travel- 

ng. and the transportation of heavy tes be- 

tween those rivers. - 

. Statement No. .9, presents, an estimate of the 

appropriations which will be necessary, to, enable 

the Treasury Deparyment to discharge the de- 

mands which have accrued, and which wili be de- 

- maridable by the contrac-ofs, pending, and at the 

completion of those sections of the road which 
théy have-severally agreed to construct 

Statement No. 6, shows the estimated amount 
of the expense ef completing the whole road 
from Camera to Wheeling, which is not yet 
undertaken, including bridges over the Yoheo- 
geny and Monongahela yivers. 

It may be proper to observe that the demands 
which dave ‘already accrued beyond the appro- 
priation for that object and which now remain un- 
paid, exceed thirty-eight thousand dollars. 

The vigor with.which the present contractors 


have prosecuted their labors, furnishes the most’ 


satisfactory evidence of their capacity and deter- 
mination to perform their engagements within 
the.time stipulated, , There is also just reason to 
belicve that the whole of the distance yet to be 
undertaken, both on the.eastern and on the 
westérn side of the "Monongabela, may be advav- 
tageousl¥ let in the course of the ensuing year, and 
that the road from Cumberland to the Ohio, may 
be completed in the best manner in’ two years 
from the present time, if appropriations equal to 


the object shall be made during the present ses. 
> ye ni" 


sion of Congress. rf me ie 
By statement No. 2, it appeara.t e appro- 
priations for opening a road from thé iers of 


Georgia to New Orleans,and for opening another 
from Nushvilfe to Nitchez, were paid to, apd dis- 
harsed py, the Post Méster General; those roads 
Geis ished principally for the transportation 
ftlie mail through the wilderness’separating the 
Gifierent points fromm whence théy commenced 
and terminatea. Thosé roads were.c Med as 
fir a8 the object for which they weregnténded 
requiréd; end are understood to be at thistime 
_in.a state to be useful te that object. 
‘rhe appropriations for opening roads from the 
“Mississippi to thé Ohio, and to the former Indian 
boundary line, established by the treaty of Greens 
‘ville—firom the footaf the rapids of We 
ike Erie to the western line of the Connecticut 
“Peserve; and from Shawitec town fo Kaskaskid, 
Fh the Mipsis territory, haye been expetided, as 
far as Oe Le been carried into effect, by the 
Yreasury Department. 
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The route of the last mentioned road 
explored, and the coinmissioners pe ea Pe a 
specu of that service have itted a o- 
thereof for the sanction of the Presid, q 

thing more has yet been done. Fromeh coe 
of the other roads, which have been 

der the direction of the ‘Treasury Peacoat 

compared with the sums appropriated and ex. 

pended, the state of them may be readi . 

ceived; but no particular information @ Oets 

| present state exists in this department. ‘the <4 

_propriations were made for opening “them, and 

j when that was accomplished, no further agenc 

!, was required from the department. 7 

i The two last appropriations exhibited in 

‘| were placed at the disposition of the War hata 

}ment. The money has been paid from the . Pea. 

" sury, upon the requisition of the Secretary of 
War Department, but no information has = 
anes at this department of the application of 
‘the money to that object, norofthe state in whi 

,, those roads are at this time. : oa 

i Ali which is respectfully submitted, by 

h WM. ti. CRAWFO 

‘| The President of the United States. = 


From the extent 





Department of War, January 2¢ 

The Secretary of War, to hon aa featica 
| the resolution of the House of Ke rese otatives, 
|i requesting the President of the United states *to 

cause to ve laid before that House information of 
: what roads have been made, or are in ‘ 
Junder the executive authority of the ‘United 
, States; the states or territories through which 
‘they pass, or are intended to pass; the periods 
;whensthey were ordered to be made, and how 
far they have been executed,” has the honor to 
| staté, that in March, 1817, the general cominand- 
jing the southern division was ordered to einploy 
the troops in’ cutting a military ‘road ftom the 
most convenient point upon the Tennessee river, 
to New, Urleans. This road has been surve;ed, 


———_ 


Orders were given in May, 1816, to the com. 
mandant of the fifth military department. to em- 
ploy*the troops under his command in thie con- 
struction of a military road from Detroit to Fort 
Meigs, at the foot of the Rapids of the Miami of 
the lakes. ‘This road, it is believed, is hearly 
compleated. 

In May, 1816, a survey was. ordered, extend- 

this, road from Fort Meigs to the Connecti- 
cut Reserve, in the state of Qhie; and another 
was intended to be opened’ at time, 
from the réservation at the Rapi ae San- 
dusky, to the settled parts of ‘be Uhig uth of 
that point. » ; i a 

During the last autumn, the troops at Platts 
burg were ordered to repair'and complete the 
military reqdbetween that station ang the station 
at Sackett’s harb6t, on the St. Lawrence, through 
Chataveay county, stateof New-York, in which 
some progress is made. . 

A part of the appropriation for the repair of the 
road between fort Hawkins and fort Stoddert, and 
of that between Columbia and Madisonville, has 
been applied, and it is believed the repairs in the 
tter have been considerable. 
in October last, orders were given to open the 
road from seynholdsburg; on tennessee river, to 
Natchez. It is believed the’ work isin consilera 
ble forwardness. J.G. CALHOUN. . 

«The President of the U.S. RS 


aie 





is 


x 


3 


* 








and a considerable part of it has beer completed. 
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No. 1. 


jati hy law, in rela- 

gehedule of the sevcral appropriations made hy law, 
sage ind and making roads, exhibiting the amount 
expended thereoh—t0 much the reof aus was unapptied aud 
carried 0 the surpius fund, and so much thereof as remains 


to be applied. 
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ae Treasury Department; whe 
5B: Tregisier’s Office, Dec. 17, 1817. 


Extract from the records, . , 


sandy je vanomy 


01 aouy 
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No. 2 is a moré particular statement of the_ap- 
plication of the foregoing sums. 4 
~ No. 3 


Estimate of monies received for lands in: the 
state of Ohio, upon which two per oy is appro- 
priated for roads leading to that stafe. 


From Ist of July, 1802, to 30th of Se 
1817, ~~ ; 816,012 15 
ee rn 


2 per cent. on that amount is 156,330 -00 





Statement No. 4 is an estimate of monies re- 
ceived for land in the state of Indiana, sold from 
the 20th November, 1816, to the 30th September, 
1817, upon which amount two per cent. 1s appro- 
priated for roads pery that state. Whe net 
amount «received is B 361 63. , 

age’, p o. 5. 

v ‘the amount necessary to be appro. 
pnated to enable the treasury department’ to dis- 
pre the demands which ‘have accrued} and 
which will be demandable by the contractors, 
pending, and at the completion of those seetions 
of the Cumberland road, which they have agreed 
to construct. “ : ; , ; 







Amount of claims presented at the , anid 
remaining unpaid, § 52,984°60 
Amount of demands which will be i 
made under the existing contracts, 260,000 '00 
: val 
’ . $12,984 60 
No. 6. ‘ r 
Estimate of the amount for the com- 


necessary 
letion of the whole of the road ‘from *Oumber. 
and to Wheeling, which is not yet andertakeni: 
35 miles, including the cost:of'the ‘construction 
ef the bridge over the Monongahela, © 100,000 
fl —_—— 
Report of the committee, ‘un 60 much of the pre- 
sident’s message as relates to the militia.” 
“‘Yanuary 9, 1818, 
Accompanied with a bill to provide for organizing, 
arming and disciplining the militia, &e €$e. 
Thecommittee to whom was referred somugh of 
the message of the eer as relates tothe 
militia, have had that subject ‘under ‘considera- 
tion, and beg leave to report :* Ro 
nstitution grants to e ss the fol. 
in relation to’ the ghilitia, t6 “wit : 
izing the’ reifitia, for att 


‘thing 
thém into 
vice of the United States, Mor governing 
( 1erein, and for compensating’ them for their 
ices, Which powefs the committee have con- 
sidered s@parately, 4 * sa “ 
1. The committce are of opinion, that in organ- 
izing the militia, it would’be a gréat improvement 
ediyide them into two classes, with a view t 
y diligently, and to providé to aim i 
ung Men, ant 1 
from tliat sacrifice of time which ‘effe 
would require—thé organization of the militia 
might remain in all other respects nearly as here- 
tofore established. wee Rye 
2. The constitution having made it the duty of 
congress to provide are ge militi this pow- 
er is not duly exercised by merely € acting that 
themilitiasiallarm themselves. Alaw to that effect, 
unsanctioned by pepaliage it be disregarded, 
and if thus sanctioned, will be unjust, for it will 





























JOSEPH NOURSE, Revrister..” 





operate as a capitation tax, which the opulent and 
the neédy will pay equally, and which 9 ill’not be 
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borne by the states in the proportion fixed by the 
constitution. The committee do not approve 
putting public arnis into the hands of the militia 
when not necessary.. That mode would expose 
the arms to be lost and destroyed, They conceive 
that — ir should provide arsenals, from which 
the militia from every part of the United States 
could dtaw-arms when necessary, which would be 
a sufficient exercise of the power to provide for 
arming the militia. 

3. Congress having power to provide. for gov- 
erning the militia only when they are in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and. the authority of 
training tliem belonging to the state governments, 
the committee have not deemed it proper that 
eongress should prescribe the time to. bexdevoted 
to training, or the manner in whit t object 
will be best effected. It is the duty Of ‘the state 
legislatures to enact the necessary law ‘that 
purpose. The committee deem it a sufficiént ex- 
ercise of the power to provide for diciplining the 
militia, to direct the appointment of the necessa- 
ry officers, to prescribe their duties, and provide 
a system of discipline, comprehending the camp 
duties, instruction, field exercise and field service 
for the militia. 

4. he committee are’ of opinion, that the regu- 
lations for calling forth the. militia may remain 
substantially as at present existing; that the pre- 
sident should in all cases address his orders im- 
mediately to some officersof the militia, and not 
to the executive of any state. The governor of a 
state is not a militia officer, bgund to execute the 
orders of the president; he cannot be tried for 
disobedience of orders, and -punished by the sen- 
tence of a court martial. 

5..In providing for governing the militia in the 
service of the United States, it had appeared to 
your committee, that the senior class might be 
exempted from heing marched out of the state to 
which they may bélong ; the junior class, compos- 
ed of ardent and-vigorous men the efficient force 
ef the nation, should when called into service con- 

‘tinue therein some time after having acquiredthe 

ledge and habits of soldiers; that the officers 
should, by their own coffsent, be continued still 
longer in service, as military knowledge, princi- 






plesand habjts, are most essential to the officers, ls The bill making appropriations for ay ‘ 
‘ 


who are the souls.of an army. It so appear- 
ed to your coimmittee, that those principles would 
be acquired by the officers of the mi in 
serving with,officers. of the regular arm Q 
martial, with office of offenders either “re- 
gular troops or militia, 


6. The compensation to the: militia for their 
services, consisting of pay and allowance for cloth- 
ings and of pensions in case of disability by wounds 
réceived in the service, the committee would ,al- 
low to. remain nearly as heretofore fixed byuls 
_ The committee acting according to th 
ing principles report a bill to provide for organ- 
izing, arming, and disciplining the militia—for 
calling them into the service of the United States ; 
for governing therein; and for compensating them 
for their services. «Hg 

NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. | 
FIAST SESSION—FIFTEENTH COXMGRESS, | 

SENATE. 39 

Friday, Jan. 30. 





in compliance with their request of the 224 inst 


a report from the secretary of w be, ; 
‘manner in which the troops now operate tote 
the Seminole Indians, have been subsisted “whee 
ther by contract, or otherwise, and if they bs . 
been regularly furnished. cm 
[The report states, that the troops regularly 
subsisted by eontract; that the farceapod 0 
ting against the Seminole Indians, are within the , 
district, the contract for which commenced : 
the 15th of June last; that the department ‘of 
war, anticipating an increased demand for ratio 
in that quarter, made early and liberal uhdene 
of money to the contractor to enable him to ond 
prompt obedience to the requisitions of the oa. 
mahal g general; that requisitions were made fog 
ef 
tract, at the several posts on the frontier of Geor. 


last official reports, these requisitions were not 
complied with, and the commandant had detailed 
officers to. supply the deficiency by purchase< 
that the contractor reports, that he had sent an 
ample supply of rations to Fort Scott, from New 
Orleans, and that they were shipped on the’ th 
ult,; that this supply isintended to be conveyed 
up the Apalachicola river, and it 1s believed may 
have arrived at its destination before this period, 
in which event the purchases ordered by the gen. 
eral will cease. Accompanying the report, , a 
correspondence, shewing the extent of the’ fail- 
ure, and the evils apprehended from an aati¢ipa 
ted one, and embracing all the information pog- 
sessed by the war department on the abject 
The message and report were read and ordered 
te beprinted. } 
Public arms, number manufactured, cost, Ee. 
Mr. Wilson submitted the following resolution 
for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
senate, a statement of all the arms and accoutre- 
ments, which have been manufactured at the dif- 
ferent armories of the United States, with the 
cost of each stand, and the number delivered to 
each state, respectively, under the act for arming 


the whole body of the militia. : 








f arrearages of expences incurred in 
éstablishment, was read the third time, 


and returned to the house of repre 
The bill to divide the district of Pel ini 
into two judicial dtstricts, was read t Bi 


time. ™ 
The resolution respecting the Massaéhusetts 
claims, for militia services, -was postponed to 
‘Monday next, to which time, after the transaétion 
of some executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 2. 

“The resolution for appointing a committee on 
the Massachusetts claims, was, on motion of Mr. 
Otis, further postponed to this day week. 
The military appropriation bill was taken up 
and discussed. Considerable debate took place 
ona motion which was made to restore the pay 
to. ~ rank .erased in the —_ house. _. 

eb. 2. Mr. Burrill, submitted the following i 
motion for consideration : : de ce 
Resolved, That the committee on pu : Vandi, 
be instructed to report a bill for extending, for 


i 





A message was received from the President of 
the United States, communicating to the senate, 


the term of nine months- from the first day of 
March, A. D. 1818, the time limited for the ex- 


ts in advance, under the terms of the con. 


gia, and in the adjacent territoriés ; that-by the , 


~ 
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iti laims for certain land warrants, de- 
or + Fm act, entitled, “An act farther ex- 
tending the time for issuing and locating: mailitery 
warrants, and for other purposes, passed 
i 16. 

“4 yoni offered instructions from. the le- 
. Jature of the state of arg to their ‘sena- 
rs, to use their exertions to ure the passage 
ve ~andment to the constitution of the United 
States, relative to the compensation of members 
of congress ; and moved that they be received and 
yead; but, on motion, the further consideration 

thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

y. of the Coast. 


Mr. Storer, itted for consideration the fol- 


lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to cause a statement of the 
under the act to provide for sur- 
-yeying the coasts of the United States, passed 
February 10, 1807, and any subsequent acts on 
the same subject, to be laid before congress. 

Mr. Morrow, from the committee on public 
lands, to whom the subject was referred, report- 
eda bill providing for the sale of certain lands in 
the distric of Marietta, and for the location of 
claims, and sale of certain lands in the district of 
Vincennes. y 

Mr. Williams, of Ten, from the committee on 
military affairs, who were instructed to in uire 
into the expediency of making further provision 
to secure to the heirs of soldiers’ who died in ser- 
vice, the bounty in land to which they are equlita- 
bly entitled, reported that ne further provisions 
were necessary on the subject, and recommended 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

A message-was received from the president of 
the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his secre- 
tary, transmitting a report from the secretary of 
the navy, accompanied by a report of the board of 
navy commissioners, stating, in pursuance of _ 
solution of the senate, the proceedings which 
have been had under the act “ for the gradual in- 
eease of the navy of the United States. rm 

The senate resumed the consideration of ‘the 
motionanade on Friday last, requesting a state- 
ment to be laid before the senate of ‘all the arms 
andageoutrements which have been manufactured 
at the different armories of the United | States, 
with the cost of each stand, and the numberdeli- 
veted to each state respectively, and agreed there- 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
military appropriation bill, aud agreed thereto, 
with sevéralamendmends; one of which appro- 
priates 20,000 dollars for brevet extra pay to bre- 
vet officers on separate-commands. 

[The billin the other house contained an ap: 
propriation of 35,000 for the same object; which 
was there struck out of the bill, and is now rein- 
stated in part by the.senate.] 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read | 
a third time: 

Mr. Daggett, submitted for consideration the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on military @f 


time, passed, and ret 
sentatives for concurrence in the amendments. ‘ 
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; Tuesday February 3. 
The military ‘appropriation bill was read a third 
returned to theshouse of repre- 


Mr. Campbell, submitted for consideration the 


following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on military af. 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the expedie 


uf est .blishing by law the salaries of Indian agents 
and assistant agents. Be i? 
The report of, yesterday by Mn Williams, was 


also taken up and agreed to. 


The several resolutions yesterday offered, were 


taken up and agréed to, after little amend- 


ment to some of them. 
The revolutionary patriot bill was postponed to 





Thursday 

Several, received their second readings in 
coursé, A 

And) te adjourned 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday January, 29—~centinued. 
The case of Mr. R. W. gods 

The following message dotuments were 
received from the pores aig was read. 
The message yesterday recieved, from the pre- 
sident of the Pnited States, hy Mr. J. J. Monroe, 
and read as follows : 


To the House of Representatives of the United 
States. 


In compliance with a resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 22d of December last, re- 
questing information rlative to the imprisonment 
and detension in confinement, of Richard W. 
Meade, a citizem of the United States, 1 now 
transmit to the house a report from the secretary 
of state, containing the information requested. 
JAMES MONROE, 

Washington January, 29, 1818.9» 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
The secretary of state, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the house of representatives "of “ 
the 23d of December last, requesting th - 
dent to cause to be laid before the house, anyin- 
formation he may be able to communicate, ré 
lative to the imprisonment, and detention in con- 
finement of Richard W. Meade, a citizen of the” 


penited States, has the honor of vane ramen d to the 


presid accompanying papers, received at 
the d on that: sub with, a letter 
addressed to the minister of Spain, here 
since, the resolution of the house, and t er 
received from hin. 

; JOHN QUINCY 


ADAMS. ¢ 
_ MR, ADAMS TO MR. ONIS. =| 
Digeiaets ae Onis, Envoy Extraordinary and 
ister Plenipotentiary, from Spaing “ae 
men Department of State, 
Washington, 26th Dec. 1817. 


Sin—I am directed by the president of the Unit- 
ed States, to invite your immediate attention, and 


fto urge that of our government, to the case of 


Richard W. Meade, acitizen of the United States, 








fiirs be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 
of repealing or altering the law passed in 1812, | 
establishing brevet rank in the army of the United | 
Statese ox 

And the senate adjournec 





who has been confined since the 2d of May, 1816, 
in the prison Santa Catalima, at Cadiz. 

it has been repeatedly reprégented to your go- 
vernment by the minister of the Bnited States at 


' Madrid, that the imprisonment of this person, was 
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under a sentence of a tribunalat Cadiz, condemn- 
ing him to pay a second time, @ sum of money 

which, by virtue ef a prior decree of the sane 
tribunal, he had alréady paid into the royal trea- 
sury. Thisfact has never been denied or com 
tested by your government. It has been proved 
to them by the attestations. and certificates of 
their own officers. 

It was to have been presumed that, upon the 
first _memient that such a fact was authentically 
presented to your government, an order would 
instantly have issued from it for the discharge of 
Mr Meade from his imprisonment. The presi. 
dent regrets that ter so many and such urgent 
representations in his. behalf by the minister of 
the United States at Madrid, it should yet be ne» 
cessary to address this call upon the most c 








rinciple of justice to you. Tam. by 
im.to say, that in renewing this Mr. 
Meade’s immediate liberation, he con ex- 


pects it will not be in vain. 
I pray you, sir, to accept the assurance of my 
very distinguished consideration. —‘ 


t JOHN Q. ADAMS. 
RE ae 
MK. ONIS TO MR. ADAMS. 
[TRANSLATION] 


The chevalier Don Louis de Onis, tothe Secretary of | 


State. 

Sta—I reccived your note dated the 26th of this 
month, in which, by order of the president, you 
communicate to me what eapeare to have taken 
— in Spain, in the case of a law-suit against 

ichard W. Meade, a citizen of the United states, 
in order that I should make the necessary repre 
sentations on this subject to the king my master, 
and solicit his rélease trom confineniént. y 

In compliance with the wishes of the president, 
and yours, sir, E shall, with great pleasure, make 
this request in favor of Mr. Meade, although I am 
not inf 
against him,nor of those which have produced his 
confinement. 

Confiding in the just intentions of the king, and 
hishigh consideration for the United States, I must 
hope that his majesty will attend efficaciously to 
this request and use his authority in having jus- 
tice promptly done to Mr. Meade, that the laws 
may be observed with:the strictest impartiality, 
antl_no motive or pretext left tedoubtof the ime 
maculate (acendrada) purity which hasever bee 
acknowledgedyas the particular, ute “of the 
Spanish'magistra Lrenew my respéetgto you, 
sit,and pray God to preserve -you many years. 

V , LOUIS DE ONIS. 

Washington City, Deceniber 29, 1817. 

Friday, January 30. 
Claims on Naples. . 
¢ On motion of Mr. Smith, 6f Md. See 

Resolved, That the président of the Mnited 
States he requested to cause to be lid before the 
house such information, as he may possess, and 
which may be commenicated without injury to 
the public interest relative to the claims of the 
nicrchants of the United States, for their proper 
ty seized and confiscated under the authority of 
the king of Naples. 

General St. Clair. 
Mr. Ogle. fram the committce to whom the sub 
ject was referred, reported a bill fer the relief @ 
major general Arthur St. Clair; Which was twice 


} : *, > 
read and committed 





ormed @ the details.of the suit instituted |! 








Captains Heath and Perry. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter of 
the Secretary of the navy, transmitting: j - 

hh act ; §> In obedi. 
ence toa resolution of the house, copies of 
ceedings of certain naval courts martial, by which 
captain Oliver Ff. Periy, and captain John Heath, 
of the marines, were tried 

A petition from the pew-hdlders, in ¢ mon 
mental churel'if Richmond Virginia, was present, 
ed to the house a few days ago, praying for the 
remission of duties upon an organ, imported for 
the said church which petition was referred to 
the committee of ways and means, who inade a 
report this day adverse to the aiber of. the peti- 
tioners. On Mr. Tyler’s moving to reverse the 
report a long debate arose, but on the question 
being taken it was negatived. 

Slaves and Fugitives from Sitice. 

The house then:resumed the: consiceration of _ 
the bill providing for the recovery of fugitive 
slaves, &c, the questioh being on its. p: mi 

The debate was renewed anc continued until 
late hour, but on taking the question it was adopt. 
ed by. the following vote. 

YEAS—Messrs, Abbott, Anderson, Ken, Austin, Baldwin, 
Bassett, Bayiys Beléinger, Bloomfieid, Bryan, Burwell, Camp- 
beli, Cobb, Co'ston, Cook, Crawford, Desha, Drake, Pate, 
Edwards, Ervin S. C. Fioyd, Forney, Forsyth, Gargetr, Hall, 
Del. Hail, N. C. Hasbrouck, Herbert, Herkimer, Hogg, Holmes, 
Mass. Hubbard, Johnson V. Johnson, K, Lewis, Little, Lowades, 
M*Lane, M*Coy, Marchand, Marr, Mason, “fass. Merter Mids 
dleton, Moore, Mumford, H. Neison, Nesbitt, New, Newton, 
Ogden, Owen, Paimer, Patterson, Petcr, Pindaii, Pleasants, 
Poindexter, Quarles, Reed, Rhea, Ringgold, Robertson, Ken. 
R , Lou. Ruggies, gy ane go neg S. Smith, 
Ballard Smith, J. S, Smith. 1% Speneer, Stewart, N. , 
Storrs, Strother, Sturt, Tompkins, J rimbie, Tucker, 8, C, 
Tyler, Walker, N.C, Williams,N. C. Wilson, Mass.—84, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass, Ailen,jVt. Anderson, 
Penn. Bai!, Barber, Ohio, be Sey. vemoer : 
Boss, Cia Comstock, Crafts, Cuibreth, Cushman, Fo} 
Fuller, 4nd Haile, Hendricks, Herrick, Heister, Hitcheosk, 
Hopkinson, Hunter, Huntingdon, ey N.Y. Kin- 
sey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Livermore, W. » We 
Merrill, Morton, \iurray, Ogle, Orr, Parrott, 
Rice, Rich, Richards, Savage, Scudder, 
Shay, Sherwood, Silsbee, Spangler, Strong, Ta Tatr, 
Tayter, ‘Terry, Townsend, oe “Waiiace, endover, 

iteside, Whitman, Williams, Con, Williams, N. Y, Wilkin, 
Wil Pen,—69, 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate 
for concurrence, and 

The house adjourned. 


ehionday February, 2. ‘ 
Public Lots— Lecesion of Public Offices». 
On motion of Mr. Ingham, it was 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the commissiot 


.P. Maclay, 
Pitkin, 






buildings be directed to com this 
house a copy of the original deed of yance 
to the trustees of the United Stat eé public 
lots inthe City of Washington, me (=o ofher in- 


formation as may be in his possession relating-to 
the location of the public offices on the president's 
square 
Provision of Vessels stopping at Martha’s Vineyard 
&e. Ese. e 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce and 
mannfactures be instructed to inquire into the.ex- 
pediency of so amending the acts regulating the 
cullection of duties on imports and tonnage as that 


Trasters of vessels which may stop for, supplies, 


or-in cénsequence of adverse winds or weather, 
at the ports of Martha’s Vineyard, withiaethe dis- 
trict of Fdgartown, on their way te other 
ihe United States, may not be compel 










Ps el 
| entry of their vessels, or f@ pay hospital mgney of 
‘tonnage duty at any of the ports within said dis- 
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trict, nor to proceed from the port at_ which the 


vessel may arrive, to. any other port within that|] be instructed to 


district for the purpose of making a report. 
Adjustment of Land Claimsin Louisiana and Mis- 
sourt. 
On motion of Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, it 


was 
ieloed, That the secretary ef the treasury 
Poon to be laid before the house the reports of 
the several boards of commissioners appointed 
the settlement and adjustment of land claims 
4 state of Louisiana and territory of Missouri, 
Sale of Public Land—Emoluments of Receivers and 
Registers. 
“A letter was received from the gearesary of they 
treasury, tranmitting two statements, the first 
showing the quantity of land in each district in 
which he public lands have been exposed to sale, 
the guantity which has been sold, and the quantity 
which remains for sale; secondly, the e:nolu- 
ments of the receivers and registers of the land 
office for four years preceding Ist October, 1817, 
which was referred to the committee on public 
nds. : 
. Canadian Volunteers. 

A report was received’ from the secretary of. 
war, in compliance with a reselution of this house, ; 
upon the subject of land warrants issued and ex. . 
tra pay allowed since the third of March last, 
under the act granting bounties in land, &c. to | 
certain Canadian volunteers. 

General St. Clair. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whble, Mr. Dasha in the chair, on the bill for | 
the relief of Generai Arthur St. Clair. 
‘ The bill gave rise to a discussion which occu- | 
pied the commi‘tee until sun set, in the course of | 
which the motives of the act of 1810, for the re- 
lief of general St. Clair, the act of limitations, the : 
merits of the petitioner, the justice of his claim 
&c. were all brought into view, as well as the pro- , 
priety of various amendments offered to the bill. | 


| should refuge to co 
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Resolved, Fhat: : committee of ways.and means- 

mguire whether the bank of tie 
its charter to receive 
as pledge or security for Jgans made to individu- 
als or corporations, a transfer of public debt made 
to the bank, or to any officers thereof, and, if, in 
their opinion, such transfer is not authorized. by 
the act of incorporation, to report tothe house 
some effectual modé of preventing them from be- 
ing hereafter made. y 
Case of Mr. Meade. 


Mr. Trimble submitted for consideration the. 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the demand made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States upon the king of Spain 
for the liberation of s:ichard W. Meade, a citizen 
of the. d States, detained in confinement in 
the Santa Catalina at Cadiz, ought to be 
dand enforced by, vesting the President, 
luthority to make reprisals, in the event.of.a 
failure on the part of Spain promptly to. discharge 
the said e. 

Mr. Trimble said he. had submitted this resolu- 
tion with a view of moving that it should, together 
with the: message of the President, and the doeu- 
‘ments accompanying theisame, be referted to a 
committee of the whole house for Fridey next.— 
Being uP» he took occasion: to say, that it would 
appear,from the documents, that the statements of 
the particulars of this case heretofore received 
through the medium of the newspapers, were 
substantially correct, and that the outrage on the 
er of the Spanish government, was as great as it 

ad been supposed. On examination it would be 
found that our government, in one respect, was 
different from ‘any other that had ever existed: 
congress alone having the power to authorize 


U. States is authdrized 







: reprisals, whilst in every other government that 


power is vested in the executive authority. The 
demand madeé by the president, Mr. T. said, was, 
in his opinion, a pretty strong@he; and, ff Spain 
ly with it, he was further of 
opinion, that the house was bound to. enforce the 





A motion, made by Mr. Forsyth to amend the | 


demandof the executive, by clothing it withthe 


’ Satan tine off of the | proposed * power. To bring this subject: Befére 
bill a or otis = claim, pap nano Clair, | the neuaey he had: submitted this resolution, 


and allow him the principal and interest of what- 


ever.amount may appear to be due, any law to) 


the contrary notwithstanding was under consider, 
stion, when the committee rose, and i 
leave to sit again; after which 

The hotise adjourned. 

“Tuesday, February 3. 
be “4 me Columbian Institute. 

Mr. Herbert, from the committee for the dis-. 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
the Columbian Institute ; which was twice read 
and committed. 

Claims. on Naples. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee appoint- 
ed to lay before the President a resolution calling 
for iformation respecting claims for spoliations 
by the Neapolitan government, reported that the 
committee had performed that duty, and that they 
President had returned for answer, that dué at- 
tention should be paid the wish of the house. “* 


Bank of the United States. 


® 









Mr. Porsyti laid upon the tuble the following 


| which he hoped would ultimately be adopted, 


arid, he would add, in such a shape that no room 
‘should be left for secret orders or for treachery. 
“ Mr. Lowndes said he was not prepared to-ex- 
definite apinion on this:eubject,. 
tie , 





















it which. t 
house. “But he took “it ed ‘that tlie case 
would present twor questions for cone on: 
first, whether congress Should act on itat all; 
and, secondly, what Dest steps should be uked, 
or powers granted to the executive. It was’® 
# of, some importance, before acting 

ir proposition, to determine whetlige aie 
hoe “would act at all on the subject: and, this 
beitig @ matter o ‘importance, it ought to be de- 
liberately and cautiously examined and acted on. 
Under this view of the subject, he suggested ‘that 
it would be proper that some time should be 
given for consideration. He therefore thought 
it would be a prepe® course to lay the resolution 
on the table, not with afly view to prevent the 
discussion of it, but that it'might be taken u 
wheneyer time should’ have been given to loo 





im, the consideration of which he gave poet the documents. With respect to the parti- 


notice hé should movefor to-morrow : 


cular object of the resolfition he should, at this 
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templated authorizing the ¢ 


subject or subjects of Spain Bey 


After a few other remarks by Mr. Pitkin and 
Mr. Trimble, the motion to lay the resolve on the 


table was agreed to nem. con. 
Drawbick on Foreign Liquors. 


Mr Lowndes, after briefly explain the liabili- 
rau of its re- 


ty of the government to Be de p 
venue by drawbacks on the re-exportation of for 


eign liquors from the absence of any means ot 
poe them, except the marks on the casks, 


&c. moved the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of pee | rovision by law for allowing for- 

distilled spirits to be b, 
the 
@rawback on exportation to stith as shall have 


eign wines a ] 
the stores of the govenment, and of 


been so cleposited. 
The resolution was agreed to. F 


Gen. St. Clair’s Claim. 


The house then resumed the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, and again went into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the bill for the relief of ge- 


meral Arthur St. Clair. 


The debate on the merits cf this case, andin 
the propriety of Mr. Forsyth’s amendment, was 
and continued with increased ardor and 
unusual eloquence, until after four o’clock, when 
the committee rose by the casting vote of the 


Tesum 


chairman, obtained leave to sit again ; 
The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, February, 4, 1818. 


Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, from the commit- 
tee on public lands, to whom had been referred 
the amendments of the senate to the bill for es- 
tablishing additional land ‘offices in the territory 
of Missouri, reported the same with other amend- 
tnents—which were agreed to by the house, and 


sent.to the senate. 


Mr: <a goes motion of yesterday, ative to 
States bank, receiving transfers of 


the “Unite 
stock &c. was taken up and agreed to. 


The speaker laid before the house a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, freuen tiie 


the annual statement of miscellaneous claims pai 
during the 
1 iry inthe same year in behalf of 
* road ents by..collectors 
and 1816, relaupn to the revenue. 
porary relief of sick and disabled seamen. ~~ 






Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
Means, Made a report on the amendinent of the 
@enate to the biil making the annual apppopria- 
Was 
readand made the order of the day for this@ay. 

house, then, on motion of Mr. Lewndcs, 
suspended the preceding orders, and furthwithr - 
solved itselfinto a ¢ommittee of ihe whole. Mr. Ba. - 


tions for the military establishment; wi 


sett, in the chair, on the said report, 


The first amendment made by the senate to the 
bill, was the insertion ofa provision aj:propriatin,- 
0,000 for additional pay, rasions, &c. to officers 
ving brevet commissions, when commanding 


separate posts, disiric:s or detachments, requiring 
them to act in their brevet.rank. 
This amendment the committee of ways anc 


means recommended to the house to disagree 


ear 1817, of contracts made*at the 

of the United 
“iw 1815, 
the tem- 
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time, say nothing, being doubtful'whether it con- 

Cutive'to issue let- 
ters of marque and reprisal jn the usual-form to 
our vessels, or a reprisalvon the person of any 
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LO, ‘and on this question the debate was reviv, 

which had engaged the house when the bili was 
‘ist introduced—embtacing in its scope the e 

pyediency of continuing brevet emolument ths 
‘avopriety of defeating an existing law by refvsi * 
the appropriations necessary to give it effect &e 
ke. ‘The geitlemen who joined ithe disetin- 
sion, were Messrs. Lowndes, Mercer, Hamseon, 


i} Clay, Smith, of Md. Terry, Hopkinson, y 


Colston, and Forsyth. 
The question was finally 
senate’s amendment. 


The committee agreed successively to the other 
amendments of the scnatey which Produced 
debate and rose and reported their ws 
the house. 

The house took up the report of the cam 
ofthe whole, and in concurring therewith, on its 


disagreement to the first amendment of the se. 
nate, the question was decided as follows: 


For t senate’s amendment—Messrs, Baldwi 
Blount, Colston, Cruger, Forney, Fuller, Ba erin Dale 
Ingham, Irvingot N Y. Jones, Kinsvy, Lewis, Livermore, 
Mercer, T. M. Nelson, Ogden, Ogie, Ogr, Palmer, Parrott 
Peter, Pindall, Poindexter, Robertson, of Lou. $e bert, hie. 
ape Epon; Storrs, ‘Terry, Wiltiais, of N. ¥. Wiison of 
Mass.—32, 

Against the senate’s amendment—Messrs, Abbott, Adams 
Allen of Vt. Anderson of Pen, Anderson of Ken, pee tng Bar- 
hour, Vir, Bassett, Bateman, Bayicy, Bellinger, nett 
Bloomfield, Boden, Boss, Burwell, Butler, Campbel Cingetr, 
Claiborne, Cobb, Comstock, Cook, Cri*ts, Carbreth, Bates , 
Desha, Drake, Earle, Edwards, Elligott, Ervin, of §, ¢» 
ns Foiger, Forsyth, Gages Garnets, | of Dei. 
Hall of N, C. Hendricks, Herbert, Herrick, Heister, 
Heimes ‘of Mass, Hoimes of Con, Hopkinson, Hubburd, Hun. 
ter, Huntingdon, Johnson, of Va. Lawyer, Lynn, i 
Lowndes, M' e, W. Maclay, W. P. Maclay, M'Coy, Mar 
chand, Merrill, Mills; Moore, Morton, Moseley, Mumford, 
Murray, Jer, Neison, H. Neisou, Nesbitt, New, Ne Oweu, 
Patterson, Pawling, Pitkin, Porter, Quaries, Reed, Rhea, 
Rice, Rich, Richards, Ringguid, Rebertson of Ken, 


decided against the 


procecaing to 


of 
Sampson, Savage, Sawyer, Seudder, Ser Settle. 
Sherwood, Si'sbee, Sioeamnd, S- Sinith, Beliard Sith, south, 
ard, Spanger, Speed, Stewart of N, C, Strong, , Stu- 
art of Md. ‘Falunadge, Tarr, Taylor, Tompkins, Townsend, 
Trimble, Tucker of Va. Tucker of $, C. 7 te Dulaay Wer 
ker of Ken. Waliace, Wendoer, Whiteside, c, 
Wikia, Wilson of Pen,—125, . Goi” 
‘The rcumiuder of tae report was then agreed 
to; and + 
Yhe,house adjourned. 


The: legislature of New-York, commenced their 
annual session at Albany, en the 27th ultimo. 








The governor, De Wirr Cuirstox, opened the 
sessign with a long, Juminous and able ‘speech, 
which: does much credit.to the author, ahd te 
be state. 


seems to claim a preference, precludes am imme- 
diate insertion; we aSsure™ our readers, however, 


that so valuable ‘a state paper shall not) _ lost. 


We have,in type, the speeches of the executives 
of the state of outo, KenrucKyY and INDIANA, 
which will be published with all possible speed. 
Several articles intended for this numbethave 
been exciuded by the long but interesting docu- 
ment from the secretary of the treasury. In 
our next, we propose to give a valuable docu- 
‘Ment from Buenos Ayres, which is nbwin the 
wands of the ‘translator; we shall alsd endeavor 
to give the correspondence, betwe> ae ecre- 
iacy’ of state and the Spanish minist#} Jativ 
the imprisonment of RichagdeW. Me ie, 7 
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# Its great length} and a Croud ofether 
Matter relative to the general goverhmem 
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